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South Pasadena School District 
is changing the way we do lunch.  Last 
week, new electronic systems were in-
stalled to digitize the lunch check-out 
process.  Students now have to input 
their 6-digit permanent ID in order to 
purchase meals inside the cafeteria.  

Amid concerns of  students neglect-
ing to present their tickets for financial aid 
meals, a system that is genuinely “fair” has 
been sought, and under this system all stu-
dents will go through the same process to 
purchase their meals. When lunch is pur-
chased, a student inputs his or her perma-
nent ID and the cost of  the meal is simply 
subtracted from their account, which is reim-
bursed in financial aid accounts.  Under the 
electronic system, parents will also be able 

to receive a receipt listing the items their stu-
dent has bought. Director of  Food and Nu-
trition Michelle Curry launched the program 
at the close of  the semester, after spending 
months  trying to jumpstart the program.  

Her intention was to briefly introduce 
the program to both the cafeteria workers 
and students now, then resend the informa-
tion to families in September.  “No one has 
prepaid, so the progress in lines will be slow 
for now,” said Curry.  “But come next year, 
this system will work much better than what 
we had before.”Unfortunately, the incred-
ibly slow moving lines were seen alongside 
instructors with lists of  students’ names 
in the likely event that they forget their 
6-digit ID.  “The lines are pretty long, but 
once parents deposit money, they should 
move faster.  The problem is that I don’t 
think many parents will actually deposit 
money,” said freshman Dakota Anderson.  

New lunch system introduced

This Senior Awards 
Night was certainly one to 
remember.  Tens of  thou-
sands of  dollars and hun-
dreds of  awards were given 
to praiseworthy students.  
In addition, the class vale-
dictorians, salutatorians, 
and Weldon Award win-
ners were announced.

Rumors of  a drag-
ging 4-hour awards cer-
emony loomed around the 
SPHS campus on Monday 
evening.  The ceremony 
was opened by Commis-
sioner General Zoë Lee 
and SPHS English teach-
er Ms Denise Gill, then 

quickly followed by Mr. 
Robert Crary to award 
the Kathryn Larkin Crary 
Sportsmanship Award.  

The recipients of  
this $6000 scholarship 
were David Allen and 
Chloe Fata.

Awards were given 
liberally throughout the 
night, ranging from the 
South Pasadena PTSA 
award to the PCC Presi-
dent’s Award, to the Senior 
Research Project Com-
mendations.

As the night pro-
gressed, excitement for the 
prestigious awards rose.  
Bank of  America Plaque 
Awards were given to Riley 
Marangi, Leslie Toy, and 

Gaelen Stanford-Moore.  
Josh Bernal, Sam Ettinger, 
and Julie Wu, National 
Merit Finalists from 2006, 
were again congratulated.

Following was the 
announcement of  Valedic-
torian and Salutatorian. 

Salutatorians were 
Margaret Yee, Maria Ha-
ras, and Michelle Lam.  
The valedictorians were Ju-
lie Wu and David Joe.

Then, the most an-
ticipated Weldon Fair Play 
Award was announced.  

The recipients were 
(in no specific order) Leslie 
Chatham Toy, Riley Miles 
Marangi, Chloe Fata, Ju-
lian Park, Emilio Louie Me-
dina, and Claudia Luck.
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