
Special education de-
partment chair Ms. Terry 
Cherney will leave SPHS 
after having taught here for 
11 years. Cherney will teach 
summer school, but she and 
her husband will move to 
Portland, Oregon shortly 
thereafter. “I enjoyed Yosem-
ite and will miss Friday 
brunches and being a Tiger,” 
said Cherney. /Elaine Ejigu
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Prom 2008: A 
black tie affair 
by the beach

Weldon Award 
honors students

Besides all the excitement of  the dance 
floor, people couldn’t help admiring the attire 
of  prom goers.  Junior Kaitlyn Sunabe stated, 
“I liked seeing everyone all dressed up…you 
could tell everyone put a lot of  effort into look-
ing good.”  After all, Senior Prom King Matt 
Aquino and Senior Prom Queen Ellie Frazier, 
along with Junior Prom King Matt Dolan and 
Junior Prom Queen Veronica Ponce de Leon, 

May 24 was a black tie night to remem-
ber, and for good reason.  Prom goers got their 
groove on over at the Long Beach Convention 
Center.  Although many thought the prom would 
be situated in a huge convention center room, it 
was actually in several rooms, including separate 
rooms for the dance floor and dining tables, ka-
raoke, and gambling.

Most began their night chowing down on 
surprisingly decent cuisine.  Penne pasta with 
marinara and alfredo was offered in addition 
to Caesar salad and chicken.  As diners filled 
themselves up, the dance floor swelled with ea-
ger students.  The best part about the dancing, as 
Senior Chris Lee put it, was “trying to freestyle 
in a circle surrounded by people.”  Just as eating, 
dancing could only last for so long.  

After an exhausting escapade in the mass 
of  dancers and blasting music, students wan-
dered over to the karaoke room for some sol-
ace.  However, as the terrific voices of  karaoke 
participants filled the room, many left to check 
out all the amenities that a Vegas casino could 
offer.  From craps and roulette to blackjack and 
poker, gamblers were given one hundred dollars 
to gamble the night away.

By Martin Hodis
Copy Editor

The highlight of  Monday’s 
Senior Awards Night was the last 
presentation of  the evening: the an-
nouncement of  the much sought-
after Weldon Fair Play Awards. 
The Weldon is the most prestigious 
honor that an SPHS student can 
earn. It is given annually to the six 
most outstanding members of  the 
senior class. 

A committee of  25 faculty, 
students and administrators se-
lects the recipients based upon the 
principles of  fair play and leader-
ship. Alumnus H.R.R. Weldon 
outlined these principles when he 
established the award in 1929. A 
complex system of  secret balloting 
is used to determine the recipients. 
Although there is no monetary 
prize associated with the Weldon 
Award, being recognized is in itself  
an extreme honor. 

This year’s recipients are se-
niors Chloe Fata, Claudia Luck, 
Leslie Chatham Toy, Riley Ma-
rangi, Emilio Louie Medina, and 
Julian Park. Each recipient’s name 
has been engraved on the venerable 
Weldon Fair Play Trophy, which 
is on permanent display in the li-
brary.

Estela Morales was also awarded 
for her work with AVID, Musical 
Hearts and Tiger Links.

The Hartsough Award, 
saved for last, is bestowed yearly 
to one teacher who “goes above 

and beyond” his or her re-
sponsibilities to truly serve 
students. Established in 1981 
by the Associated Student 
Body Class, the honor is com-
monly known to be the most 
prestigious one awarded to 
staff  members at SPHS.

Mrs. Cathy Nese was 
given the Hartsough this year 
for her work with students on 
prom, Homecoming, college 
essays, club activities, and 
English assignments. Mrs. 
Nese’s family, including her 
granddaughter Madeleine 
walked on stage as an extra 
surprise. Amidst cheers and 
tears from the crowd, Mrs. 
Nese thanked students on 

campus for their support.
All awards were based 

upon student nominations, dis-
tributed earlier this month. The 
ASB Commissioners sorted 
through hundreds of  handwritten 
ballots before selecting this year’s 
recipients.

Personal space became non-
existent as every SPHS student 
crammed into the auditorium. 
With scores of  students sit-
ting on the floor in the aisles, 
Commissioner General Zoë 
Lee opened the annual Hart-
sough assembly. The June 7 
event was exclusively dedi-
cated to honoring outstand-
ing teachers. 

Three awards were giv-
en and announced by SPHS 
Commissioners, honoring a 
total five individual teachers 
who are extremely active on 
campus. 

The first category that 
was announced announced 
was the “Rookie of  the Year” 
award, “given to relatively 
new teachers who, despite 
their lack of  familiarity with 
SPHS, have gone to great lengths 
to do more than what is expected 
of  them.” 

The first person announced 
was Ms. Jeanne Brown, a campus 
counselor finishing up her first 
year working at the high school.  
New English teacher Miss Ally 

Giampietro was awarded next, in 
recognition of  her effort to take 
over the A.P. Language program 
mid-year.

Two teachers were given the 
“Inspirational Teacher Award.” 

The honor salutes those who “set 
forth a dynamic example for stu-
dents through their energy, ac-
tions, and drive.” 

Woodshop and drafting 
teacher Mr. Bruce Jessen was 
called on stage first, just returning 
to school after a taxing injury. Mrs. 

Teacher awards at Hartsough assembly 
Mrs. Cathy Nese honored for dedication to her students’ success 

Mrs. Nese receives a bouquet on stage.
Riley Marangi

Annie Stellar
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Seniors Mathieu Aquino and Ellie Frasier dance together as 2008 prom king and queen.
looked snazzy.  

In addition to the royal prom court, many 
students, especially the guys, spent at least $100 
on their tuxes, and girls spent untold amounts of  
time finding the right dress.     

Perhaps the greatest time people had at “A 
Black Tie Affair” was with their dates. Although 
the location wasn’t “beyond expectations,” mem-
ories were created that would last a lifetime.  
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Few people may rec-
ognize the name of  Alda Cie-
brant, but the 4200+ lunches 
she has served up in the 
cafeteria certainly make her 
recognizable to the students. 
45 years ago, after fleeing her 
birthplace of  Indonesia, she 
spent several years in Holland 
before following her husband 
to America to raise a family. 
Despite her retirement after 
20 years, she wants everyone 
to remember, “Always be nice 
to the lunch lady!” /Nat Lash

After 39 years of  com-
mitment to her students, 
Mrs. Ellen Harrington will 
retire as a full-time Span-
ish teacher. However, Har-
rington will be returning 
part-time to the high school  
to teach AP Spanish. “SPHS 
Tigers are the best and so 
many have stayed in my life 
for over thirty years and be-
come personal friends. It’s 
hard to leave a family,” said 
Harrington. ¡Adiós y buena 
suerte, señora! /Elaine Ejigu


